THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
the mistress of Asia and cast her shadow over the
whole world/ Thirdly, our strategic position in the
Mediterranean, first as the result of Italian conquest
of Abyssinia, then of the probable outcome of Ger-
man-Italian intervention in Spain has become so
precarious that more than one eminent strategist is
now urging what amounts to evacuation of the Medi-
terranean and reversion to the Cape route* Fourthly,
the Balance of Power has been modified as the result
of the factors and of the events recorded below.
Fifthly, command of the sea, even if secured, would
not automatically ensure the flood of American arms
and supplies which it did in 1914.
But the foregoing is only the least disturbing part
of the story. In the Great War we just scraped
through with Russia, Italy, Japan and the United
States on our side; with the command of the sea main-
tained and the Mediterranean route kept open. What
would have been the chances of victory if Russia had
not entered the War at all, if Italy and Japan had
fought on the other side, if America had, not merely
not entered the War, but put an embargo upon muni-
tions to all belligerents, had refused all credit for the
purchases of materials; and if the Mediterranean route
had been closed?
This is often cited as proof that collective defence
could never be practicable. What it really proves
is that the British Empire cannot possibly defend
itself without allies, save that is by some form of col-
lective defence. Yet the fact which stands out most
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